
Northern Compass 

For Northern youth thinking about their next steps



Overview of Today

How Northern 
Compass can help

Making decisions 
about PSE 

(post secondary education)

Housing and 
Student Life

Money Matters
Budgeting, SFA, Funding, 

Scholarships



 Questions to start 
asking yourself

What are you interested in? What careers are you 
curious about?

What are 
your 

strengths?

What do you want 

for yourself in the 

next year? Next 3?

What is important 

to you right now?
If you had unlimited time and money, what would you want to be an expert in?

What kind of place do you want to live in? A big city? A small town? Close to home?



PSE 101 | Why go to Post-Secondary?

❖ Learn! About a subject area, about yourself, and about others. 
❖ Gain independence, go out on your own 
❖ Meet people 
❖ Experience “college life”  
❖ Get the qualifications for a certain career 
❖ Increase the chance of making more money 
❖ Figure out what you want to do 
❖ Try out living somewhere new



College, University, Trades, On-the-job training
College

● 1-4 years
● Career-focused, practical skills
● Lectures, class discussions, group work, 

labs, presentations, real-life projects
● Ex: Early Childhood Education, Animation, 

Respiratory Therapy Technician

On-the-job Training
● No set time
● Done to prepare for a job or during a job
● A course, certification, or learning from a 

co-worker
● Ex: CPR, First Aid, Food Handling Safety, 

Customer Services

Trades Apprenticeship
● 2-5 years, can start in high school
● Working with your hands, troubleshooting, 

problem solving
● Mix of on-the-job training and technical 

training “in-class” periods
● Ex: electrician, carpenter, welder

University
● 3-5 years
● Reading, writing, critical thinking, working 

independently
● Lectures, labs, group projects, research 

projects and essays
● Ex: Engineering, teacher, chemistry



Choices during a pandemic

Challenges

❖ Uncertainty, 
❖ Change, 
❖ Different services and 

resources, 
❖ Expenses, 
❖ Isolation, 
❖ Relying on internet

Opportunities!

❖ Flexibility, 
❖ More options,
❖ Access from home, 
❖ New ways of learning and 

doing, 
❖ Push for better tech access 









Summer
June July August

Spring
March April May

Winter
December January February

Timeline and Deadlines
Example for a Fall start*

Fall
September October November

Decide about what you want to do

Competitive Program Applications open - Equal Consideration

Program applications open (some are first come first served) 

Funding Applications open

Residence applications open  (some are first come, first served)

SFA Due

School Scholarship applications open

Indspire 

Program Acceptances are sent out

*Based on MRU’s 2022 calendar, college timelines are often a bit more flexible



Where can you find info about a specific school or program?

Family 
Friends

Community 

People in the job 
you might want

Google/online 
searches

School websites 

Viewbooks

School 
recruiters

Northern 
Compass

Your school, 
teachers, or 
counsellors



How to apply for school

❖ Either through the school directly or 
through a provincial application 
centre ie ApplyBC 
https://apply.educationplannerbc.ca/ 
or ApplyAlberta 
https://applyalberta.ca/

❖ Usually $100 application fee to apply 
to up to 5 programs at 3 different 
schools

❖ Apply by December for university or 
February for college for a September 
start for equal consideration Tip: NYA and other people can 

help you with applications!

https://apply.educationplannerbc.ca/
https://applyalberta.ca/


Sample Program Application Form



After You Apply

❖ Make sure that you check your email 
regularly. 

❖ Save money. You will likely qualify for 
funding, but this may not cover all of 
your costs, and you may have to pay 
for somethings before you receive 
funding. 

❖ Think about where you want to live. 
Do you need to look for housing or 
apply for residence? 

❖ When you receive an offer that you 
want to accept there will be some 
forms to fill and steps to take. 

❖ The school will normally ask for a 
deposit. Often if you cannot pay this 
right away you can get this delayed. 

❖ Deposits that you do pay will not be 
given back to you if you choose not to 
attend. 



Money Matters - What will your costs be?

Tuition and 
fees Housing Travel

Books Transit

FoodSpending 
Money Childcare

Laptop, 
phone, 

supplies



Some ways to cover costs

❖ SFA/FANS
❖ Regional funding (Kakivak 

Association, Tlicho ONE)
❖ UCEP eligible programs 
❖ Scholarships/Bursaries
❖ Personal savings 
❖ Working 
❖ Loans/Line of credit 
❖ Help from family/community 
❖ Emergency Funds or services

Keep in mind....

❖ Application due dates 
❖ Filling out forms can take 

longer than you planned
❖ Timeline: applying to and 

receiving funds takes time, 
and may come later than you 
think



Sample Funding Form



Housing

What are some options?
Residence dorms,

Off-campus,
Apartments,

Shared houses,
Housing for Indigenous 

Students. 

How do you choose?
Cost 

Availability,
Living alone, 
Roommates,

Building community, 
Location.



Campus Life
How to build a community

Where to get help

Some things campus can offer

❖ Indigenous Student Centers
❖ Clubs and activities
❖ Fitness and athletics
❖ Travel Opportunities
❖ Events
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Support while in 
school from 

Northern Compass

● Tutoring & Study Coach
● Regular check-ins from 

staff
● Monthly social events
● Northern-specific cultural 

activities
● Workshops and info 

sessions
● School supplies
● Navigating funding apps & 

paying app fees
● Peer Mentoring Program 



Tutoring
Available now to all high school 

and PSE students
Signup at www.nya.ca/tutors

❖ Feel more confident with 
academics

❖ Improve your grades
❖ Build good habits
❖ Get help with assignments
❖ Learn how to study
❖ Get one-on-one or group 

help
❖ Improve your time 

management



Reach out any time!
NorthernCompass@nya.ca
1.866.212.2307
Facebook & Instagram @NorthernCompassTeam
www.NorthernCompass.org

mailto:NorthernCompass@nya.ca

